Gifted Programs
What it is
Gifted programs are specialized services, not just harder classes.
They are designed for students whose:
o Cognitive development is significantly above grade level
o Learning style is qualitatively different, not just faster

Key Features
e Accelerated curriculum (often 1-2+ years ahead)
e Heavy emphasis on:
o Abstract reasoning
o Critical & creative thinking
o Problem solving
o Interdisciplinary learning
e Less repetition, more inquiry
o Explicit attention to:
o Perfectionism
o Intensity
o Peer belonging

Who it’s for
Students who:
e Learn very quickly
e Think deeply and abstractly
e Become bored or disengaged without challenge
e Need intellectual peers to thrive

Gifted # high grades only

Big Picture

Aspect Gifted Program

Purpose Meet unique cognitive needs
Focus How students think & learn
Subjects All core subjects
Identification Formal testing + criteria

Pace Faster and deeper

Depth Very deep, conceptual

Peer Grouping With intellectual peers

Social-Emotional Support Explicitly included

Development of Higher-Order Thinking



Gifted programs emphasize:
e Critical thinking
e Abstract reasoning
e Creative and divergent thinking
e Problem solving and inquiry

Students are expected to:
o Explain reasoning
e Make connections across subjects
e Tackle complex, open-ended problems

Nurturing Potential (Not Just Current Performance)
These programs aim to:
e Cultivate long-term academic and creative potential
e Build independence, resilience, and self-advocacy
e Encourage intellectual risk-taking
Gifted education is about who students can become, not just what they already know.
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